
IN THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

VICTORIA DIVISION 
 
IN RE:  § Case No. 16-60014 
   § 
SNEED SHIPBUILDING, INC.  § Chapter 11 
   § 

 Debtor. § 
 
TRUSTEE’S SUPPLEMENT TO MOTION FOR AUTHORITY TO SELL THE FISHING 

VESSEL THE REEL DEAL FREE AND CLEAR OF ALL LIENS, CLAIMS AND 
INTERESTS AND APPLICATION FOR AUTHORITY  

TO EMPLOY AND PAY BROKER AT CLOSING 
[Relates to Docket No. 417] 

 
TO THE HONORABLE DAVID R. JONES,  
CHIEF UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY JUDGE: 
 

Allison Byman, Chapter 11 Trustee (“Trustee”) for the bankruptcy estate of Sneed 

Shipbuilding, Inc. (“SSI” or the “Debtor”) files this Supplement to the Motion for Authority to 

Sell The Fishing Vessel The Reel Deal Free and Clear of All Liens, Claims and Interests and 

Application for Authority to Employ and Pay Broker at Closing (the “Motion”).   

1. In the Motion, the Trustee seeks authority to sell the Reel Deal (defined below) to 

Harvey Souza (the “Buyer”) free and clear of all liens, claims and interests pursuant to 11 U.S.C. 

§ 363.  The Trustee additionally requests that the Court authorize her to employ Pete Dominguez 

of Gulf Coast Yacht Group (the “Broker”) as her broker to sell the Reel Deal and at closing 

authorize the Trustee to pay the Broker his commission. 

2. The total purchase price for the Reel Deal is Three Hundred Fifty Thousand 

Dollars and Zero Cents ($350,000.00) (the “Purchase Price”).   

3. In the Motion the Trustee seeks authority to pay, from the sale proceeds, the 

Broker’s 10% commission; ad valorem taxes, if any; and all customary closing costs, including 

costs to run an abstract (i.e., to verify title and the existence of no liens).  All other valid liens, 
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claims, charges and interests, if any, will attach to the net sale proceeds, subject to the Trustee’s 

avoidance powers, to the extent necessary.  

4. The Trustee also requested in the Motion that any person or entity served with this 

Motion who claims a lien on or interest in the Reel Deal, or the Irish Sea, Ltd. must file a written 

notice with the Bankruptcy Court and serve it on the Trustee no later than 30 days after entry of 

an Order approving the sale, or be forever barred from asserting such claim or interest. 

5. After the filing of the Motion, Mario Alberto May, the captain of the Reel Deal, 

who has been working for SSI since the summer of 2010 notified SSI that he would need to be 

paid the usual and customary severance payments upon the sale of the Reel Deal as required 

under Mexican law.   Mr. May indicated that the failure to pay these amounts at the time of 

closing could result in a protest to the sale and delay in transfer of the Reel Deal to the buyer.  

6. Mr. May has been paid $3,500.00 per month for his services related to the care 

and maintenance of the Reel Deal since the summer of 2010.  Mr. May is employed without a 

contract and there is no stated term for his employment.  

7. Mexico’s Federal Labor Law (Ley Federal del Trabajo or “FLL”) provides 

significant protections for employees in Mexico.  Under the FLL, if an employee is fired without 

cause, he is entitled to: (i) a finiquito, (ii) 90 days worth of salary; (iii) 20 days salary per year 

worked; and (iv) the seniority bonus for each year worked. The finiquito is composed of: unpaid 

salary, a year-end bonus, accrued vacations not taken by the employee; vacation premiums and 

any other benefit that has accrued in favor of the employee and not been paid.  

8. Mr. May has agreed to accept $10,000.00 in full and final satisfaction of the 

obligations owed to him under the FLL if paid at the time of the closing of the sale of the Real 

Deal.   Mr. May will sign a release of his claims upon receipt of payment of the $10,000.00.  
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9. The Trustee seeks authority to pay Mr. May $10,000.00 from the proceeds of the 

sale of the Reel Deal at the time of the closing of the sale in order to satisfy the estate’s purported 

liability for the obligation owed to Mr. May under the FLL.    

10. The Trustee is submitting a revised form of proposed Order to comply with this 

additional request.  

DATED this 18th day of December, 2017.  

Respectfully submitted, 
/s/ Simon Mayer      
Steven Shurn  TBN: 24013507 
sshurn@hwa.com  
Simon Mayer   TBN: 24060243 
smayer@hwa.com  
HUGHESWATTERSASKANASE, LLP 
1201 Louisiana St., 28th Floor 
Houston, Texas 77002-4168 
Telephone:  713-759-0818 
Facsimile:   713-759-6834 
ATTORNEYS FOR ALLISON BYMAN, 
CHAPTER 11 TRUSTEE 
 

 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 The undersigned hereby certifies that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document 
has been served upon parties in interest via electronic means as listed on the ECF noticing 
system on December 18, 2017. 
 
       /s/ Simon Mayer   
       Simon Mayer  
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